
2020  
New Traf ic Report 
 

The city as a whole is aware that traf ic seems “bad” and complaints often focus on the City’s mad 
rush for “growth”. In an effort to manage expectations and to quantify the impacts of growth on 
traf ic, Community Development has been unof icially keeping track of how much new traf ic is on 
the road as a result of development within the city.  

How many trips from new development were approved (or built) in 2020? 
Answer: 561.9 evening rush hour trips were approved in 2020. They included: 

 One (1) industrial project for a total of 29.9 evening rush hour trips 
 Five (5) commercial projects for a total of 188.4 evening rush hour trips 
 Four (4) residential projects for a total of 185 evening rush hour trips 
 One (1) public project was approved but it will not add any new evening rush hour trips 

 
Of those (and all prior) projects with “approved trips”, only one (1) project was actually built in the 
year 2020. It was: 

 

 Red Leaf Coffee added 62.9 evening rush hour trips 

But there were four (4) projects (approved in past years) which also completed construction and 
opened their doors in 2020. Those projects were: 

 Burris Creek Mini-Storage which added 7.9 evening rush hour trips 
 B Young RV added 139 evening rush hour trips 
 IGS added 11.7 evening rush hour trips 
 The KWRL (school bus facility) which added no new trips

This means that all new development put an additional 291.6 trips on the road in 2020. 
In terms of what kind of uses are creating new traf ic, the chart below shows what types of 
development put new trips on the road during the evening rush hour in 2019.  
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That’s only 51.9% of the “approved trips”, actually ended up on the road in 2020. 

So, what does that mean and can you put that in context for me? 
It means that for all the effort to get permits, very few projects actually get built in a year. 
Sometimes, a business is exploring options, other times they take years to actually complete a 
project. Staff keeps track of all development projects (www.ci.woodland.wa.us/projects/) and how 
many trips will result from the development (see the quarterly report at: 
www.ci.woodland.wa.us/commdev/).  

In 2020, the actual amount of traf ic that resulted from completed projects is equal to about ive 
extra cars per minute during rush hour! That’s right! If all the 291.6 cars that resulted from new 
development in Woodland, built in 2020, were on the road during rush hour…there would be on 
average, an extra four (4) cars on the road, somewhere in the city, during any given minute.  

 If all of those cars went through Exit 21 during rush hour, they would be about 12% of all 
the traf ic at Exit 21. (In 2017, 2,405 vehicles used Exit 21 at rush hour in the evening.) 

But we know that all those trips don’t go through one intersection at once. For example, Red Leaf 
Coffee and Burris Creek Mini-storage are located near Exit 22, so those trips aren’t likely to go 
through Exit 21. 

 If all of those cars went through Exit 22 during rush hour, they would be about 5.8% of all 
the traf ic at Exit 22. (In 2017, 1,221 vehicles used Exit 22 at rush hour in the evening.) 

So why does traf ic feel like it is getting worse? 
Good question. The city has a really clear idea of how many new trips are coming, where new trips 
are generated within the city, and how the city can mitigate for new development in the city. What it 
cannot do, is predict, plan for, or mitigate for traf ic created by development outside of the city’s 
limits. The city is at the mercy of fate when it comes to rural development outside of the city. For 
example, almost all growth up the Lewis River Valley has to drive SR-503 through the city to get to 
their destination. Any traf ic up Green Mountain Road also has to go through the city to get to and 
from I-5, as does traf ic into the Woodland Bottoms.  We know that of Exit 21 traf ic in 2017, about 
20% went into northern Clark County across the CC Street bridge, and SR-503 users going upriver 
were about 30% of rush hour trips in 2017. So, in effect, you could say that about 50% of the 
vehicles using Exit 21, are generated by vehicles leaving city limits to go to either Clark County or 
Cowlitz County.  When you factor in how many vehicles we pull off of I-5 for gas and food, you can 
see how the City of Woodland suffers both the pain of traf ic, but also the inancial bene its of people 
driving through the city. A good economy means more traf ic. 
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